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36. It was felt by the Department that changing social and educa-
tional conditions in the province rendered it necessary that the
position should be again reviewed and efforts made to introduce a
larger policy which might increase the rate of progress; and in a
Resolution on the annual report of 1923-24 the local Government
reiterated the intention that had been expressed in March 1924, in
connection with the report of a committee which had investigated
problems dealing with the introduction of Compulsory Primary Educa-
tion, that a committee should be appointed to report on questions
connected with the education of girls.

The matter was delayed as the Ministry had ceased to exist, but
there were indications of a change of feeling in the Legislative
Council and it was not improbable that the Ministry would be revived
rind the temporary administration of the transferred subjects hy the
Governor terminated. These expectations were not fulfilled and the
question was revived after the administration of Education had been
entrusted to the Hon'ble the Home Member.

37. A committee of 15 members was as a result called into
existence in November 1926, It consisted of the Director of Public
Instruction, 1 Inspectress of Schools, 1 Assistant Inspectress of
Schools, 4 ladies connected with female education, the remainder
being nominated from members of the Legislative Council and
representatives of local bodies. The terms of reference included the
practicability of improving and extending Primary and Secondary
education for girls, the possibility of extending co-education in certain
stages, the necessity for differentiating courses of instruction for girls
proceeding to higher education from those for girls not so intending,
and the desirability and practicability of transferring Government
Primary and Vernacular schools for girls to local bodies. A question-
naire was issued to the chief educational officers, to all local bodies
and a large number of persons connected with girls' and female
educational institutions. The Chairmen of local bodies were asked
to consult local opinion in order to obtain material for a representa-
tive reply. Just over a hundred replies were received but the
committee reported that the majority of them, especially from non-
officials, were too vague and too general to be of much use. The
report adds "We were perhaps n little too arnHitious and too
optimistic in expecting anything else, for the details of educational
administration, though the fact is not always realized by the general
public, arc essentially a matter for the expert". In all, the committee
met 5 times before submitting its report and considered the present
condition of female education in the Central Provinces and Berar